Conasauga River Alliance History

Between 1995 and 199terested citizensn the
Conasauga River watershed in Tennessee and Georgia were bro
together by the Limestone Valley Resource Conservation and
Development Council to begin a close and coordinated look at the
watershed. The citizens identified various threats to thiaier and
developed cooperative solutions to protect this economically and
ecologically important and diverse river system. In 1999, Limesto
Valley RC&Wasawarded their first Clean Water Act grant (Sectior
319 (h) Nonpoint Source Pollution) from tleeorgia Environnmeal
Protection Division (EPD).

In 2003, mickway in the EPA grant implementation, the
Alliance hired a project coordinator (Frank Sagona) to complete tt
319 grant and to assist the CRA Board of Directors. In 2004, the
Conasauga Rivélliance received naprofit recognition/status from
the Internal Revenue Service to conduct and assist in conservatic
awareness, volunteering and special projects along the Conasau
River. The Alliance had come from a group of interested citizens
agencies, and organizations to a formally organized business unit

Since this designation, the CRA has been awarded sever,
additional Section 319 (h) grants in addition to funding from the-+
Star Restoration Program and World Wildlife Fund. Collectively
these funds have been used to continue ecological improvements
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from agricultural fields, poultry farms, failing septic systems, erodi
streambanks, and urban environments. In additfumds have been
used to raise awareness through workshops to educate various
stakeholders (residents, teachers, landowners) on the significanc
the Conasauga River and the threats to its quality. In 2009, the C
hired a new project coordinator (Josasmith), who is continuing
conservation efforts within the watershed.




7" Annual Sparkling Waters Golf Tournament

The Conasauga River Alliammestedits 7" |y v d3parkling Waters Golf @aNJ/ | YoBy €
Friday April 23¢9 at Indian Trace Golf Course in Chatswpf@eorgia Proceeds from this everwill be
used to support public activities that benefit a cleaner Conasauga Rites.event is one of the main
sources of fundaising forthe Alliance, as well as a source of fun for the participants. Participants in this
tournament form fourLJISNB 2 y-a K2 8€ SOS I Yas FyR GKS dzas8S 2F fAYAG!
mulligans can be purchased. Prizes are awarded,t@", and 3 place eams. Additional prizes are
given for holein-one shots, the longest drive, and the closest to the pin. The dypidallybegins at
noon, at which lunch is provided here is also a raffle at this event with giveaways ranging from
clothing to a shotgun.

There are various levels of sponsorship gradticipation. Event sponsors of $500 receive a
complimentary team entry, te®ox sign, and special media recognition. Team sponsors of $350 receive
a discounted team entry registration. Fbex sponsors of $10@ceive a prominent display sign on the
greens.Contact Joshua Smith for details and instructions if you are interested in participating.




Beaverdale Canoe Access

In 2006, a design team from the University of Georgia conducted a watershed chéorette
the Conasauga River Alliance and identified recreational access to the river as a desire of residents.
Currently, there are no official community access points to provide access to the Conasauga River.
There is a plan in the works that may provitiesstaccess, which will hopefully help raise awareness of
the ecological significance of the Conasauga River while providing recreational opportunities for locals
and travelers alike.

A site has been identified in Beaverdale, Georgia, which is used#iciah community
access for fishing and boating on the river. Due to the heaeyof this area, current conditions include
a gullied access trail, eroding streambanks, and an undeveloped parking area. The gullied trail and
eroding streambanks are awwwe of sediment pollution directly into the Conasauga River. In addition to
negatively affecting water quality, sedimentation has been documented as lowering aquatic diversity
and/or integrity. Considering the importance of water resources to our comityusnd its industries, as
well as the fact that the Conasauga River harbor one of the most diverse aquatic communities in North
America, sediment input reduction is an important goal for the Conasaga River Alliance.

Currently, the CRA is partnering wilfalton utilitieson getting the community easy river
access. The CRAortion isto transform the unofficial access poiat Beaverdalénto an ecefriendly
canoe launch. Construction will include streambank stabilization and the creation of a pervious parking
lot to be sloped as to @in into a nearby rain garden. Dalton Utilities portion of the project includes the
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This project is saduled to be completed by the enadf Fall,2010.




Colvard Spring Habitat Restoration

Colvard Spring is a natural limestone spring, located just east of Beaverdale, Georgia. This
spring is the home of a state listed species of fish, the Coldwater Darter. Several decades ago, during a
heavy logging periodhe zone directly around the spring was cleared of all vegetation. During this time,
the now exposedine sediments from the surrounding area were washed into the spring. This
sedimentation resulted in a dramatic difference in the compositiothefspring-0 2 1 1 2 YQa O2 YL 4 A
Today, places in the spring can haveaap % meters of silt lagg over thepreviously exposed gravels
and cobbles. This level of silt can be harmful to aquatic life, and the purpose of this project was to
remove as much siltsapossible to improve the habitat for the Coldwater Darter.
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Program in 2009 to assist in funding for this project. The CRA partnered with the Tennessee Aquarium
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removal. The first round of sediment removal was completed in December of 2009, and the second
round is planned for November of 2010. Sediment removalagaemplished by using a trash pump
and hose to suck the sediment up, while the other end of the hose sprayed the slurry onto a neighboring
agricultural field. After the pumping, the removed fine sediment was stabilized with native species of
plants. Preiminary results indicate that the removal methodology is appropriate, and habitat
restoration will be accomplished by the end of this project.




